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AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE BATANG MARILENYO CHILD
PROTECTION POLICY OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF MARILAO, BULACAN,

PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF, AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES

WHEREAS, Section 13, Article Il of the 1987 Philippine Constitution declares that the
State recognizes the vital role of the youth in nation-building and shall promote and protect their
physical, moral, spiritual, intellectual, and social well-being;

WHEREAS, Section 3(2), Article XV of the Constitution mandates the State to defend the
right of children to assistance, proper care, nutrition, and special protection from all forms of
neglect, abuse. cruelty, exploitation and other conditions prejudicial to their development,

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 7610 or the “Special Protection of Children Against Abuse,
Exploitation and Discrimination Act,” and other relevant national laws provide comprehensive
|i protection to children against abuse, exploitation, discrimination, and other harmful practices;
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WHEREAS. the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), to
which the Philippines is a signatory, mandates State Parties to protect children from all forms of
sexual exploitation and abuse, and to ensure their best interests are a primary consideration in all

actions concerning them,

WHEREAS, the Municipal Government of Marilao. Bulacan recognizes its duty and
responsibility to provide stronger legal frameworks, implement responsive programs, and ensure
a child-safe environment within its jurisdiction, in partnership with all sectors of society, to fully
uphold the rights and welfare of every child in the Municipality;

NOW, THEREFORE, on motion of Honorable Maria Luisa 1. Silvestre, duly seconded
by Hon_ Juanito H. Santiago and upon unanimous vote.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Sangguniang Bavan of Marilao, Bulacan, in session duly
assembled:

SECTION 1. TITLE - This Ordinance shall be known as “Batang Marilenyo Child
Protection Policy™

SECTION 2. DECLARATION OF POLICY. - The Municipal Government of Marilao,
Bulacan hereby affirms its duty to safeguard children from all forms of abuse. neglect, exploitation,
and violence It commits to institutionalizing child protection measures across all sectors of
society, including private and public institutions,

SECTION 3. SCOPE. - This Ordinance shall apply to:

a  All minors whether or not they are residents, within the territorial jurisdiction of Marilao
Bulacan,

b. All private and public establishments operating within Marilao, Bulacan,

¢ All schools, child-care centers. pageant and event organizers, photographers, and media
production companies operating in the municipality.

SECTION 4. DEFINITION OF TERMS. - For the purpose of this Ordinance, the
following terms shall be defined as follows:

a. Bahay Kalinga - A temporary shelter providing protection and rehabilitation for children
in need of special protection (CNSP), including those abandoned. abused, or trafficked.

b. Bahay Pag-asa - A 24-hour residential care facility for CICL, established and managed
by LGUs or accredited NGOs, providing temporary care, assessment, and rehabilitation,
as mandated by RA 9344,

¢ Best Interest of the Child — A principle that ensures all actions and decisions affecting a
child shall give primary consideration to the child’s inherent dignity, survival, protection,
development, and full participation, in line with the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and RA 9344

d. Bullying - Any severe or repeated use of written, verbal, electronic, or physical acts by
one or more students that causes or is likely to cause physical or emotional harm to another
student, including cyberbullying, as defined in RA 10627 (Anti-Bullying Act of 2013).
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Child Abuse - The infliction of physical or psychological injury, cruelty, sexual abuse,
neglect, or maltreatment of a child, whether habitual or not, as defined under RA 7610.
Child Exploitation - The use of a child in work or activities to benefit others, where such
use is harmful to the child’s physical or mental health, development, or education.
Child-Friendly Space (CFS) - A safe and structured environment designed to support
the physical and emotional needs of children during emergencies, providing recreation,
learning, and psychosocial care, in accordance with RA 10821

Child Labor - Any form of work that deprives children of their childhood, is harmful to
their health or development, or interferes with their education, as prohibited under RA
9231.

Child in Conflict with the Law (CICL) - A child alleged, accused, or adjudged to have
committed an offense under Philippine laws, as defined in Republic Act No. 9344
{Juvenile Justice and Welfare Act)

Child / Minor - Any person below eighteen (18) vears of age, or those aged eighteen (18)
and above who are unable to fully take care of themselves or protect themselves from
abuse, neglect. cruelty, exploitation, or discrimination due to a physical or mental
disability or condition, in accordance with Republic Act No. 7610 (Special Protection of
Children Against Abuse, Exploitation and Discrimination Act).

Child Protection Policy (CPP) - A set of institutional rules, procedures, and
commitments aimed at preventing and responding to abuse, exploitation, neglect, and
violence against children in all settings.

Children-at-Risk (CAR) - Children who are vulnerable to committing offenses or
experiencing abuse due to personal. family, or community circumstances, such as being
out of school, neglected, abandoned, or exposed to violence, as provided under RA 9344
Children in Need of Special Protection (CNSP) - Children who are at risk or have been
victims of abuse, exploitation, neglect, or other forms of violence, including but not
limited to children with disabilities, street children, and wvictims of armed conflict,
trafficking, or natural disasters.

Child Sexual Abuse or Exploitation Material (CSAEM) - Any representation, whether
real or simulated, of a child engaged in explicit sexual activity, or of the sexual parts of a
child for sexual purposes, as defined under RA 11930 (Expanded Anti-Trafficking in
Persons Act of 2022).

Community-Based Intervention - Programs delivered within the child’s community that
aim to rehabilitate and reintegrate children-at-risk or CICL through education, counseling,
and life skills development.

Corporal Punishment — refers to a kind of punishment or penalty imposed for an alleged
or actual offense, which carried out or inflicted, for the purpose of discipline, training or
control, by a teacher, school administrator, an adult, or any other child who has been given
or has assumed authority or responsibility for punishment or discipline.

Curfew - A regulation prohibiting minors from being in public places during designated
hours, unless exempted by lawful or valid reasons.
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Dangerous Drugs - Substances listed as dangerous under Republic Act No. 9165
(Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act of 2002), including methamphetamine
hydrochloride (shabu), marijuana, cocaine, ecstasy, and other similar addictive or harmful
substances.

Exploitative Dance or Attire - Any clothing, gesture, or performance involving minors
that sexualizes or objectifies them in any setting, including public events or media, as
prohibited under RA 11930

Guardian - An individual legally authorized, either by law or court, to assume parental
duties and act in the best interest of the child.

Juvenile Justice and Welfare Act - Republic Act No. 9344, as amended by RA 10630,
which provides a comprehensive framework for handling cases involving CICL,
emphasizing restorative justice, rehabilitation, and reintegration.

Local Council for the Protection of Children (LCPC) - A multi-sectoral body
organized at the provincial, city, municipal, or barangay level responsible for planning,
implementing, and monitoring child protection programs, as guided by DILG MC No.
2008-126 and related 1ssuances.

Loitering - is the act of standing. lingering. or hanging around a public or private area
idly without a clear purpose or lawful reason.

Parent - The biological or adoptive mother or father of the child. In their absence, parental
roles may be assumed by a guardian recognized under law or by court order.

Parental Responsibility Code - Refers to Provincial Ordinance No. 24-2016 of Bulacan,
which prescribes the duties of parents or guardians and sets corresponding sanctions for
neglect or abuse,

Positive Discipline - A non-violent, rights-based approach to teaching and parenting that
fosters understanding, empathy, and communication to guide children's behavior.
Psychosocial Support - Services designed to support the emotional well-being and
mental health of children and families affected by trauma, violence, or disasters.

Public Official - Any person holding public office, elected or appointed, including
barangay officials, teachers, police officers, and social workers, who have responsibilities
under this Ordinance

Teen Center - A youth-oriented facility providing life skills, counseling, and drug
prevention programs, particularly for adolescents and out-of-school youth

Trafficking in Children - The recruitment, transport, harboring, or receipt of children for
exploitation—including forced labor, prostitution, or slavery—under RA 9208 (Anti-
Trafticking in Persons Act), as amended.

Truancy - The habitual and unjustified absence of a minor from school during regular
class hours without valid reason.

Worst Forms of Child Labor - Includes slavery, child trafficking, prostitution,
involvement in illicit activities (e.g., drug trafficking), and hazardous work, as defined in
RA 9231,
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SECTION 5. MANDATORY CHILD PROTECTION POLICY (CPP). - All private
establishments, including but not limited to hotels, motels, resorts, bars. nightclubs, internet cafes,
gaming hubs, shopping centers, photography studios, advertising agencies, and related businesses,
shall be required to:

a. Submit a certified Child Protection Policy (CPP) as a precondition for the issuance or
renewal of any business permit or license

b. Ensure that their CPP outlines preventive measures against child labor, exploitation,
trafficking, and sexual abuse;

¢. Conduct mandatory training for all personnel on child protection protocols and ethical
standards:

d. Establish an internal mechanism for reporting suspected child abuse or exploitation, with
clear referral pathways to appropriate authorities.

SECTION 6. CPP COMPLIANCE MONITORING. - The Business Permits and
Licensing Office (BPLO), in coordination with the Local Council for the Protection of Children
(LCPC) and Local Social Welfare and Development Offices, shall conduct regular inspections and
evaluations to ensure compliance with this provision.

SECTION 7. ROLE OF PARENTS AND GUARDIANS. - 1t shall be unlawful for any
parent, guardian or person having care of the child to abandon, abuse, neglect, exploit or compel
the child to engage in street begging or perform any service for a fee in public areas. Parents and
guardians shall be held accountable for knowingly permitting, or through lack of proper
supervision, allowing their children or wards to loiter, linger, or remain in public places or
commercial establishments during official school hours.

It shall likewise be unlawful for any teacher or school authority to knowingly permit, or
through insufficient control, allow students to leave school premises and remain in public or
business establishments during class hours, unless engaged in a school-approved activity. Ensuring
that children are in safe and appropriate environments during school hours is a shared
responsibility between families and educational institutions,

SECTION 8. PROHIBITED ACTS DURING CURFEW HOURS. — Minors shall not be
allowed to wander, loiter, linger, or remain in streets, parks, plazas, malls, recreational centers,
movie theaters, commercial establishments, or other public areas between the hours of 10:00 PM
and 4:00 AM, unless accompanied by a responsible adult or under the following circumstances:

a. When accompanied by a parent, legal guardian, or a responsible family member or legal
age;

b. When attending to emergencies or running essential errands (e.g., purchasing medicine),
provided the minor is not being exploited for any illegal activity;
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c. When coming from a night school class or a religious activity, provided that curfew
extension does not go beyond 12:00 midnight;

d. When required by school-related or employment obligations to be out during curfew hours,
provided the minor presents a valid school certification or a permit from the Department of Labor
and Employment (DOLE}.

The implementation of this ordinance is led by the Philippine National Police (PNP), in
coordination with the Municipal Social Welfare and Development Offices (MSWDOs). Minors
found violating this curfew will not be detained, but will instead be brought to drop-in centers in
the municipality where they reside, for appropriate intervention or assistance. The purpose of this
rule is to ensure the safety and welfare of minors, especially at night when risks of harm or
exploitation are higher.

SECTION 9. TRUANCY. — 1t shall be unlawful for any minor to loiter, linger, or remain
in public areas such as streets, internet cafes, recreational facilities. commercial or business
establishments during official school hours, unless covered by a valid exemption The following
shall be considered exceptions:

a. When accompanied by a parent, legal guardian, or a responsible adult entrusted with their

care;

b. When performing an emergency errand on behalf of a parent, guardian, or caretaker;

¢. When going or returning from a medical or dental appointment with supporting
documentation;

d. When returning from a public meeting, school-sanctioned activity, or civic assembly,
provided the minor carries a valid permit or certification issued by the school or the organizing
institution.

It shall be unlawful for any person, including out-of-school youth or non-enrolled minors, to
loiter, linger, or remain in any public place or commercial establishment within a one hundred
(100) meter radius school premises during official school hours that disrupt classes, encourage
truancy, threaten students, involve illegal activities, or otherwise interfere with the safety,
discipline, or educational environment of the school ™

SECTION 10. PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AGAINST ABUSE, EXPLOITATION,
AND DISCRIMINATION. — The provisions of Republic Act No. 7610, also known as the Special
Protection of Children Against Abuse, Exploitation, and Discrimination Act, shall be strictly
enforced without bias. This law provides robust protection and prevention against child abuse,
exploitation, and discrimination, as well as the establishment of penalties for violations.

a. CHILD PROSTITUTION AND SEXUAL ABUSE. - Any person found guilty of

committing or facilitating child prostitution or sexual abuse, as outlined in Section 5 of RA
7610, shall be held accountable under the law. This includes the following prohibited actions:
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Acting as a pimp or intermediary, whether through written or verbal means, to
recruit or persuade a child into prostitution;

Coercing or enticing a child to engage in sexual acts or other sexual activities,
either through words or actions;

Using a child for the purpose of prostitution or sexual exploitation;
Threatening or forcing a child to become a prostitute or participate in obscene
performances;

Offering money or other incentives to persuade or encourage a child to engage
in prostitution.

b. ESTABLISHMENTS USED FOR CHILD PROSTITUTION . - It is prohibited for
any establishment to promote child prostitution, child abuse, child trafficking, or the

distribution of obscene materials and performances. Any individual or entity found

violating this provision shall be prosecuted in court and penalized in accordance with
Republic Act No. 7610,

SECTION 11. PROHIBITION OF THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD ILABOR. - No
child shall be subjected to the worst forms of child labor. The term “worst forms of child labor™

refers to any of the following, as outlined by Republic Act No. 9231:

a. All forms of slavery, as defined under Republic Act No. 9208 (the Anti-Trafficking

in Persons Act of 2003), or activities similar to slavery, such as child trafficking,

debt bondage, serfdom, forced or compulsory labor, including the recruitment of

children for armed conflict,
b. The use, sale, or exposure of children to prostitution, the production of

pornography. or any pornographic performances involving children;

¢. The use, sale, or exposure of children for illegal activities, including the production

or trafficking of prohibited drugs and substances as defined by law;

d.  Any work that, due to the manner in which it is carried out, poses a significant risk

to the child’s health, safety, or moral integrity, including the following:

2.

s

Degradation, humiliation, or the loss of dignity of the child as a person;
Exposure to physical, emotional, or sexual abuse, or activities that may result
in severe psychological trauma or immoral conduct;

Work conducted underground, underwater, or at dangerous heights;

Use of dangerous machinery, equipment, or tools, including those that involve
electricity or explosives;

Exposure to physical risks such as hazardous balancing, excessive physical
labor, or carrying heavy loads;

Exposure to hazardous substances such as radiation, fire. explosive materials,
toxic chemicals, or extreme temperatures, noise, and vibrations;,

Work conducted under extreme and harsh conditions:

Exposure to biological hazards like bacteria, fungi, wviruses, protozoa,
nematodes, and other parasites;
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9. Engagement in the production or use of explosives and fireworks.

All forms of slavery or similar activities, such as child trafficking, debt bondage,
serfdom, or forced labor, shall be prosecuted under existing applicable laws.

A. CHILD WORKERS

1. Any child below the age of 17 who wishes to work must secure a permit from
the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE), confirming that their
employment will not put their life or well-being at risk

2. In cases where child workers are found to be exploited or abused at their
workplace, they will be rescued and provided assistance by the local
government. The Municipal Council for the Protection of Children (MCPC)
will provide training for local police forces in cities, towns, and barangays on

how to respond to and rescue abused child workers

B. PROHIBITION ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN IN CERTAIN
ADVERTISEMENTS. — The employment of children as models or endorsers for
products such as alcoholic beverages, cigarettes, junk food. and advertisements in
newspapers, television, or radio that depict violence is strictly prohibited.

SECTION 12. RIGHTS OF CHILDREN-AT-RISK AND CHILDREN IN CONFLICT
WITH THE LAW. — Children-at-risk and children in conflict with the law shall be granted special
protection as provided under Republic Act No. 9344, or the "Juvenile Justice and Welfare Act," as
amended by Republic Act No. 10630. These protections shall be implemented through the
collaborative efforts of those involved in the criminal justice system, including the community,
law enforcement, prosecutors, defense attorneys such as those from the Public Attorney's Office
(PAO), the judiciary, and other government agencies such as the Child Welfare Office. The rights
of children and special protective measures will be promoted and realized by following the
mandates outlined in these laws.

Designating child-friendly rooms, establishing child welfare centers, and creating
community-based juvenile intervention programs, as well as diversion programs for children in
conflict with the law, will further protect and advance children's rights in accordance with the
Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) of Republic Act No. 9344, Rule 5.

The relevant staff from the Municipal Social Welfare and Development Office or its
equivalent shall manage the cases of children involved in legal matters. Social workers who are
handling the cases will monitor and ensure the proper execution of diversion programs and

suspension of penalties, in coordination with other agencies.

SECTION 13. PROTECTION RIGHTS OF CHILDREN IN NEED OF SPECIAL
PROTECTION. — The local government has the obligation to safeguard and protect the rights of
children with special needs, including those in remote and isolated areas, indigenous children,
children who are out of school, children from impoverished backgrounds, abandoned and
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neglected children, abused children, and children vulnerable to discrimination based on gender

identity or expression. This also includes children aged 0-5 vears old, child laborers, street
children, and children with disabilities.

The local government must collaborate with relevant private and public agencies to provide
care, training, and protection to meet the needs of these vulnerable children. By working together,
the government and partner agencies can ensure the well-being and development of children in
need of special protection.

SECTION 14. POSTING OF CHILD PROTECTION NOTICES. - All hotels, sauna
baths, inns, motels, nightclubs, and similar establishments are required to prominently display
child protection information or notices in visible areas of their premises. If they fail to do so, the
local government may withhold or revoke their business license. The Municipal Council for the
Protection of Children (MCPC) shall provide appropriate Information, Education, and
Communication (IEC) materials, which will be distributed to all local governments throughout the
municipality,

SECTION 15. CHILD TRAFFICKING. — Anyone proven to be directly involved in the
sale or trafficking of children, whether for money or other exchanges, shall be penalized under
Article IV of Republic Act No. 7610. Child trafficking occurs under any of the following
circumstances:

a. A pregnant mother, father, or guardian who executes an affidavit consenting to the
adoption of the child in exchange for money, or agrees to register the child under a
different parent’s name for monetary gain, or without any payment;

b. Anindividual, agency, establishment, or institution that recruits a woman or couple
to have children with the intent of selling them:;

c. A doctor, hospital staff. nurse, midwife, local civil registrar, or anyone who falsely
claims a birth in order to facilitate child trafficking;

d. An individual searching for children in poor families, hospitals, clinics, child
development centers, or other child care facilities with the intent of trafficking
them;

e. Anindividual, authority, agency, or institution who witnesses child trafficking but
fails to report the transaction.

Those proven guilty of committing any of the above-mentioned acts under this section shall
be punished under existing applicable laws

SECTION 16. LEGAL SERVICES. - The Municipal Government of Marilao, Bulacan
shall provide legal assistance to child victims of abuse through free legal consultations and the
issuance of legal opinions by the Municipal Legal Office (MLO). In addition, financial support
shall be provided. through the Municipal Social Welfare and Development Office (MSWDO), for
the purpose of assisting with the processing and filing of legal cases involving said victims.
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SECTION 17. CAPACITY BUILDING AND TRAINING FOR CHILD PROTECTION
DUTY BEARERS. - To ensure the proper, effective, and rights-based handling of cases involving
children, all Women and Children Protection Desk (WCPD) officers. as well as personnel from
key agencies and institutions involved in child protection, shall undergo specialized and
comprehensive training. This includes, but is not limited to, officers from the Municipal Social
Welfare and Development Offices (MSWDO), Municipal Health Offices (MHO), members of the
Local Council for the Protection of Children (LCPC), Municipal/Barangay Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Councils (MDRRMC, BDRRMC), school guidance counselors, child
development workers, and other front liners or duty bearers involved in responding to child-related
cases.

The training shall cover proper case management, legal protocols, psychosocial support,
child-sensitive communication, and procedures under applicable laws such as Republic Act No.
9262 (Anti-Violence Against Women and Their Children Act of 2004), Republic Act No. 7610
(Special Protection of Children Against Abuse, Exploitation, and Discrimination Act), and other
relevant child protection statutes. The Municipal Council for the Protection of Children (MCPC),
in coordination with accredited training institutions and relevant government agencies, shall lead
the development and implementation of the training program

SECTION 18. PROHIBITION OF CORPORAL PUNISHMENT., — Corporal or violent
punishment of children is strictly prohibited in all settings, including homes, early childhood care
and development centers, community centers, government offices, schools, and other facilities
where children are present. Individuals responsible for the care and supervision of children such
as parents, household helpers, nannies, guardians, foster parents, relatives, teachers, government
or private employees, school officials, vocational instructors, employers, supervisors, church
workers, and others entrusted with the child’s welfare shall be held legally accountable if found

guilty of inflicting corporal punishment

It includes physical, humiliating or degrading punishment, including, but not limited to the
following;

a, Blows such as, but not limited to, beating, kicking, hitting, slapping, or lashing, of any
part of a child’s body, with or without the use of an instrument such as but not limited
to a cane, broom, stick, whip or belt;

b, Striking of a child’s face or head such being declared as a “no contact zone™;

c¢. Pulling hair, shaking, twisting joint, cutting or piercing skin, dragging, pushing or
throwing of a child;

d. Forcing a child to perform physically painful or damaging acts such as, but not limited
to holding a weight or weights for an extended period and kneeling on stones, salt,
pebbles or other object;

Deprivation of a child’s physical needs as form of punishment,

Deliberate exposure to fire, ice, water, smoke, sunlight, rain, pepper, alcohol, or

forcing the child to swallow substances, dangerous chemicals, and other materials that




EXCERPTS 11 APRIL 27, 2026
REGULAR SESSION
MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE NO. 1093 C.Y. 2026

can cause discomfort or threaten the child’s health, safety and sense of security such
as, but not limited to bleach or insecticides, excrement or urine;

Tying up a child

= e

Confinement, imprisonment or depriving the liberty of a child;

Verbal abuse or assaults, including intimidation or threat or bodily harm, swearing or

cursing, tidiculing or denigrating the child,

). Forcing a child to wear a sign, to undress or disrobe, or to put on anything that will
make a child look or feel foolish, which belittles or humiliates the child in front of
others

k. Permanent confiscation or personal property of pupils, students or learners, except
when such pieces of property pose a danger to the child or to others; and

. Other analogous acts.

Violators shall be punished under existing applicable laws or as determined by the court.

SECTION 19. PROMOTION OF POSITIVE DISCIPLINE. - The Municipal Council
for the Protection of Children (MCPC) shall develop and implement a comprehensive program to
promote positive discipline as a non-violent alternative to corporal punishment in addressing
children’s behavior. Continuous information, education, and training campaigns shall be
conducted for parents, teachers, and child caregivers at the school, barangay, municipal, and city
levels to promote respectful, child-friendly approaches to discipline rooted in the rights and dignity
of the child

SECTION 20. ESTABLISHMENT OR SUPPORT OF “BAHAY KALINGA"
FACILITIES FOR CHILDREN. — In coordination with the Municipal Social Welfare and
Development Office (MSWDO) and other government agencies, the municipal governments shall
either establish, if none exist, or provide support to accredited private institutions operating Bahay
Kalinga or similar child-care facilities. These shelters shall serve as safe residential centers for
abandoned children, survivors of abuse and exploitation, and those in need of psychosocial
intervention and other support services. In cases where the concerned local government unit (LGU)
is unable to independently provide these services, collaboration with non-government
organizations (NGOs) and other civil society organizations (CS0s) shall be pursued to ensure the

availability and sustainability of child care and protection services.

SECTION 21. PSYCHOSOCIAL PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES. —
The Municipal Social Welfare and Development Office (MSWDO), in coordination with other
government agencies and the private sector, shall develop and implement a psychosocial
intervention program for children and families, with priority given to those residing in evacuation
centers, disaster-affected communities, and survivors of abuse and trauma. The program shall
include appropriate mental health and psychosocial support service, trauma-informed care, stress
management, family counseling, and community-based recovery initiatives to help restore
emotional well-being, resilience, and stability among affected individuals.
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SECTION 22. PROHIBITED USE AND INVOLVEMENT OF CHILDREN IN
ILLEGAL DRUGS. — The local government units (LGUs) of Bulacan, through the guidance of
the Municipal Council for the Protection of Children (MCPC) and Municipal Anti-Drug Abuse
Council (MADAC), are committed to upholding the objectives of Republic Act 9165 or the
Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act of 2002, and related child protection laws. This commitment
includes promoting drug-free communities by integrating preventive education, intervention, and
accountability mechanisms that protect children from the harmful impact of illegal drugs.

Recognizing the role of the family as the first line of defense, families are encouraged and
supported to raise awareness among their members regarding the dangers of drug use. They are
also tasked to closely monitor children and youth who may be at risk of substance abuse. The
LCPC, in partnership with the Department of Education (DepEd), shall strengthen the
implementation of the National Drug Education Program (NDEP) in all public and private learning
institutions. Schools shall adopt age-appropriate and culturally sensitive modules on drug
prevention to be integrated in the elementary. secondary, and tertiary curricula including general,
vocational, and alternative learning systems. Student councils and youth organizations shall be
engaged as active partners in promoting a drug-free school environment.

Municipal Social Welfare and Development Offices (MSWDO), in coordination with the
Philippine National Police (PNP), shall ensure that Teen Centers and related community-based
facilities provide continuous education, psychosocial support, and life skills development for out-
of-school youth, street children, and other vulnerable groups to prevent drug involvement,

In accordance with the law, any adult or individual found guilty of selling. distributing,
manufacturing, possessing, or using illegal drugs in a manner that involves minors whether by
recruitment, coercion, or use of children as couriers or lookouts shall be prosecuted with the full
extent of penalties provided under RA 9165, Such offenses involving children will be treated as
aggravating circumstances, and the most severe sanctions will apply

When a child is found in conflict with the law due to a drug-related offense. interventions
shall follow the principles of Restorative Justice and Diversion as provided under RA 9344
(Juvenile Justice and Welfare Act of 2006):

If the child is below 15 years old, they shall not be held criminally liable but will be
subjected to intervention programs as outlined in Presidential Decree 603, RA 9165, and RA 9344

If the child 1s 15 years old and above but below 18, and the offense carries a penalty of not
more than six (6) years, the case shall undergo community-based diversion. This includes family
conferences facilitated by the Barangay Council. law enforcement, and social workers, with the
participation of the child and their parents or guardians.

For offenses punishable by more than six (6) years of imprisonment. diversion programs
may only proceed with court approval following the proper assessment. All interventions shall be
child-sensitive, non-discriminatory, and rehabilitative in nature, ensuring that the best interest of
the child is upheld at all times. Close coordination among schools, barangays, child protection
committees, social welfare offices, and law enforcement shall be established to ensure a safe, drug-

free, and supportive environment for every child.
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SECTION 23. PROHIBITION ON THE SALE AND PROVISION OF CIGARETTES,
E-CIGARETTES, VAPES AND ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES TO CHILDREN. - In line with
the Municipal Government of Marilao, Bulacan’s commitment to protecting children from harmful
substances, the sale, distribution, and provision of cigarettes, e-cigarettes, vapes, and alcoholic
beverages to minors (persons below 18 years old) is strictly prohibited in the municipality This
includes all establishments located within the vicinity of public and private schools, learning
institutions, and youth-centered facilities.

a. Any individual, business, or establishment—whether local or foreign, wholesaler,
manufacturer, retailer, or outlet—found to be violating this provision shall face the
following sanctions:

1. First Offense: A fine P1,500.00, and/or imprisonment of 5 to 10 days, with
possible suspension or closure of the business for one (1) month, as
determined by the court.

2. Second Offense: A fine of 2,000.00, and/or imprisonment of 11 to 30 days,
with possible business suspension or closure for three (3) months, as ruled
by the court.

3. Third Offense: A fine of P2.500 .00, and/or imprisonment of 30 to 60 days,
with possible permanent business closure, upon court order

If the offender is a corporation, partnership, or association, legal charges shall be filed

against its president, manager. or responsible officer.

b. Any person found to be serving alcoholic drinks or giving cigareties/vapes to minors
shall be penalized with a fine of P1500.00

¢. Parents or guardians who knowingly allow or fail to prevent their children from
accessing these prohibited substances shall be held accountable with the following
penalties:

1. First Offense: A fine of P1500.00 and/or mandatory attendance in anti-smoking
and/or anti-liquor seminars conducted by the Municipal Social Welfare and
Development Office (MSWDOQ) and Municipal Health Office (MHO).

Second Offense: A fine of P2,000.00 and/or eight (8) hours of community

]

service.
3. Third and Subsequent Offenses: A fine of P2,500.00 and/or sixteen (16) hours
of community service.

These policies form part of a broader effort to safeguard children from early exposure to
health-compromising habits and substances. Schools, barangays, local government units, and child
protection bodies are expected to collaborate in raising awareness, monitoring compliance, and

referring violations for appropriate legal and rehabilitative action



EXCERPTS 14 APRIL 27, 2026
REGULAR SESSION
MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE NO. 1093 C.Y. 2026

SECTION 24. REGULATION OF COMPUTERIZED VIDEO GAME CENTERS AND
SIMILAR RECREATIONAL ESTABLISHMENTS. — All video game centers, billiard halls, and
similar establishments must secure authorization from the Municipal Social Welfare and
Development Office (MSWDO) to ensure compliance with child protection standards. Students
are prohibited from playing in these venues during school hours (7,00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.), and such
establishments must not be located two hundred (200) meters from any educational or religious
institution, This measure protects children from distractions and harmful influences, promoting
their safety and focus on education.

SECTION 25. CHILD SAFETY MEASURES IN SHOPPING MALLS, — To ensure
children's safety in shopping malls, all malls must establish a functional paging booth system with
a public address system to issue regular reminders for parents and guardians. These
announcements will guide what to do if a child becomes lost. In coordination with the LGU,
MSWDO, and PNP, malls must also set up Children’s Help Desks for reporting safety concerns.
Non-compliance will result in a fine of P2,500.00 and may include a business license suspension

of up to one year. This policy ensures malls are child-friendly and prepared for emergencies.

SECTION 26. PROHIBITION OF EXPLOITATIVE DANCES, ATTIRE, AND
REGULATION OF MINORS IN MEDIA AND EVENTS. - In line with Republic Act No.
11930, or the Anti-Online Sexual Abuse or Exploitation of Children and Anti-Child Sexual Abuse
or Exploitation Matenals Act, it is strictly prohibited for minors to participate in exploitative
dances, pageants, modeling, or any public events that sexualize or objectify children. Minors shall
not be dressed in attire that is sexually suggestive, revealing, or inappropriate for their age,
especially in public or media events. The following are considered inappropriate attire for minors

under this policy:

a. Clothing that exposes private or sensitive areas, including the chest, buttocks, genitals,
or midriff

b. Any clothing with plunging necklines that expose cleavage or chest area.

c. Short shorts, low-rise pants, or skirts/dresses with high slits that reveal the upper thigh
or undergarments.

d. See-through, mesh, or transparent garments that display undergarments or body parts.

e. Lingerie-style costumes, including bralettes, bikini tops, or sheer clothing,

f.  Shirtless outfits or garments that emphasize body definition in a sexualized context
(e.g., tight-fitting shorts or pants resembling underwear, open vests with no inner shirt
in a performance setting)

g. Costumes referencing adult themes, such as clubwear, fetish-inspired clothing, or roles
typically associated with adult entertainment, even if stylized or themed (e g., “sexy
schoolboy/schoolgirl,” “bartender,” “dancer™).

h. Clething or costumes worn in combination with suggestive gestures, choreography, or
makeup that contribute to the sexualization of the child. Organizers of events involving
children such as pageants, talent shows, media productions, and modeling contests
must observe the following:
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I. Secure a Special Permit to Hold Events Involving Minors from the concerned
Local Government Unit (LGU);
Ensure strict dress code compliance that promotes the child’s dignity and does

b

not invite sexualized interpretation,

3. Obtain written informed consent from the child’s parent or legal guardian prior
to participation;

4. Comply with all applicable child protection laws including, but not limited to,
RA 7610, RA 11930, and relevant local ordinances.

Violations of this provision, including the promotion or tolerance of exploitative attire or
performances involving minors, shall be subject to the existing applicable laws and revocation of
permits, and disqualification from organizing future events involving minors, after due legal
process. This policy ensures that children's participation in public events and media reflects their
best interest, promotes their dignity, and shields them from any form of exploitation or abuse

SECTION 27. PROTECTION OF CHILDREN FROM MEDIA EXPLOITATION. -
The Municipal Government of Marilao, Bulacan shall protect children from all forms of media
exploitation, in line with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, PD 603, RA 7610, and
RA 9344 as amended by RA 10630. Media content whether broadcast publicly or shown in schools
must not contain obscene, indecent, or exploitative themes that may harm a child's physical,
emotional, or moral development. All programs and materials must promote the child’s dignity
and best interests. Schools, LGUs, and media producers are mandated to monitor and ensure that
children’s media exposure remains appropriate, safe, and supportive of their development.

SECTION 28. REGULATION ON CHILDREN'S EXPOSURE TO COMMERCIAL
ELECTRONIC PORNOGRAPHY . — To protect children from exposure to pornographic content
in commercial establishments, all internet cafés and similar venues in the Municipality of Marilao,
Province of Bulacan shall maintain transparent and open-view layouts to deter access to child
sexual abuse or exploitation materials (CSAEM). in accordance with Republic Act No. 11930 or
the “Anti-Online Sexual Abuse or Exploitation of Children and Anti-CSAEM Act.”

The Local Council for the Protection of Children (LCPC), in coordination with the
Municipal Social Welfare and Development Office (MSWDO), the Philippine National Police -
Women and Children Protection Desk (PNP-WCPD), and other relevant agencies, shall form a
monitoring task force to conduct regular inspections of internet cafés and similar establishments

to ensure compliance with child protection standards, in line with Republic Act No. 11930,
The following act shall be punished under existing applicable laws:

a. Any person who possesses any form of child sexual abuse or exploitation material
(CSAEM) with intent to sell, distribute, publish, or broadcast;
b. Any person who panders, promotes, or facilitates any form of CSAEM
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¢. Internet caf¢ operators who maintain enclosed, non-transparent cubicles or private
rooms and potential revocation of business permits, and other applicable administrative
sanctions.

SECTION 29. PREVENTION AND INTERVENTION PROGRAMS ON BULLYING.

To uphold the rights and well-being of all children, every public and private school shall establish
and implement comprehensive bullying prevention and intervention programs in line with
Republic Act No. 10627 (Anti-Bullying Act of 2013) and relevant issuances of the Department of
Education. These programs shall apply to all students and shall engage all stakeholders, including

teachers, non-teaching personnel, parents, students, and local child protection councils such as the
LERC.

A. Prevention Programs. — Prevention initiatives shall be school-wide, proactive, and
developmentally appropriate. These may include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Creating a positive school climate that promotes respect for diversity, healthy
relationships, and the emotional safety of learners.

2. Regular assessment and monitoring of bullying behaviors and student perceptions
to inform policy and program adjustments.

3. Conducting structured orientation sessions and activities for students, personnel,
and service providers to build awareness and responsiveness to bullying.

4. Coordinating with offices such as the MCPC and BCPC, and other stakeholders,
for aligned and holistic child protection efforts.

5. Incorporating anti-bullying discussions in PTA meetings, student leadership
trainings, and similar community engagement platforms.

B. Intervention Programs. — Intervention programs shall address the needs of both the
child exhibiting bullying behavior and the victim. These shall be evidence-informed
and may include:

Individual or group counseling

Life skills and values education

Restorative justice approaches

e

Other activities that support emotional, psychological, and behavioral
development.

5. Programs shall promote rehabilitation, prevent recurrence, and restore peer
relationships where appropriate

C. Sanctions and Disciplinary Measures. — Sanctions for bullying and retaliation shall
be implemented fairly, proportionately, and in accordance with the school's child
protection or anti-bullying policy. These shall include:

I. Clear administrative and disciplinary actions outlined in each school's official
policies,
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2. Tailored disciplinary responses based on the gravity, frequency, and context of
the offense.

3. Possible penalties such as written reprimand, community service, suspension,
exclusion, or expulsion—subject to due process and applicable DepEd rules.

4. Mandatory participation of the offending child in an intervention program
supervised by the Child Protection Committee.

5. For private schools, failure to act on reported incidents may result in the
suspension or revocation of their permit to operate.

Serious bullying incidents that result in physical injury or death shall be referred to

appropriate authorities and handled in accordance with Republic Act No. 9344, also known
as the Juvenile Justice and Welfare Act of 20006, as amended.

SECTION 30, COMPREHENSIVE EMERGENCY PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN
(CEPC). - In accordance with Republic Act No. 10821 or the Children’s Emergency Relief and

Protection Act of 2016, the Municipal Government of Marilao, Bulacan shall implement a

localized Comprehensive Emergency Program for Children (CEPC) to ensure the safety,

protection, and rights of children before, during, and after any disaster or emergency situation. The

program must be gender-sensitive, humane, and responsive to the needs of all children, including

those with disabilities and pregnant or lactating mothers, including the following key components;

a

The Municipal Social Welfare and Development Office (MSWDO), in
coordination with LGUs and relevant agencies, shall lead the implementation of
CEPC during any declared state of calamity or emergency

Safe, child-friendly evacuation centers must be designated Schools may be used
only as a last resort and limited to non-teaching areas such as gymnasiums,
auditoriums, or activity centers.

Local governments must establish long-term alternative shelters for displaced
children, especially orphans, unaccompanied, and separated children. These
shelters must include child-appropriate toilets, bathing, and washing facilities.
Basic needs such as health care, food, water, medicine, hygiene kits, clothing,
cooking materials, and flashlights must be prioritized and delivered promptly.
Special attention shall be given to pregnant and lactating mothers, newborns,
children below five years old, and children with disabilities in the delivery of health
and nutrition services.

The LGU, with the Philippine National Police (PNP) and Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP), shall enforce protection laws to prevent child trafficking, early
labor, and sexual or domestic violence in emergencies.

The MSWDO and Municipal Health Office shall provide psychosocial support and
recovery services for children affected by disasters.

With DepEd and DILG support, continuity of education and early childhood
development services must be ensured, including the establishment of Child-
Friendly Spaces (CFS).
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i.  Systems for Family Tracing and Reunification (FTR), civil registry restoration, and
birth registration must be established to assist children separated from families or
whose legal documents were lost during calamities.

SECTION 31. PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES. - 1f one parent is deceased or absent,
the surviving parent shall continue to exercise parental authority and responsibility. The remarriage
of the surviving parent shall not affect such authority unless the law appoints another legal
guardian for the child and their property

In cases of parental separation, the court shall designate which parent will retain authority
and responsibility

If both parents are deceased, absent, or incapacitated, grandparents shall assume parental
authority. If one parent remains but is unable or unfit, the court shall appoint a suitable guardian.
In the absence, incapacity. or disqualification of both the parents and the legal guardian, parental
authority and responsibility shall be assumed, in the following order of priority:

a. Living grandparents;,

b, The eldest sibling who is at least twenty-one (21) vears old, unless incapacitated or
disqualified,

c. A relative within the Fourth civil degree of consanguinity who is at least twenty-

one (21) vears old, unless incapacitated or disqualified.

If the child is abandoned, neglected, or abused, the court shall transfer parental
authority to a licensed residential care facility or similar institution recognized by the
appropriate government agency, following a proper hearing,

SECTION 32. NON-RENUNCIATION OR TRANSFER OF PARENTAL RIGHTS. —

Parental rights and responsibilities may not be renounced or transferred, except in cases expressly
authorized by law.

SECTION 33. SUSPENSION AND TERMINATION OF PARENTAL AUTHORITY.
— Parental authority is automatically terminated under the following circumstances:

a. Death of the parents;
b. Death of the child;
c. When the child reaches the age of majority.

Unless reinstated by a final court judgment, parental authority shall also be lost in
the following cases:

a. The child is legally adopted;
A general guardian i1s appointed by the court;

¢. The court declares parental neglect or abuse in a case specifically filed for that
purpose;

d. A final court decision removes parental authority from those concerned,;
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€. The court declares the parent or guardian incompetent.

SECTION 34. DUTIES OF PARENTS. — Parents have the following responsibilities to
their children:

a. To express love, affection, care, guidance, and understanding,

b, To teach values such as morality, self-discipline, and religious beliefs;

¢ To provide proper education according to the family's capacity, including
monitoring school attendance, participation in school activities, and attendance in
Parent-Teacher and Community Association (PTCA) meetings when necessary,

d. To supervise their children’s activities both inside and outside the home, including
playtime;

e. To ensure children receive complete immunization in accordance with DOH
guidelines

f. To prevent substance abuse, gambling, and other harmful behaviors, and to protect
their children from physical dangers and developmentally harmful situations;

g To encourage civic involvement, responsible citizenship, and participation in
community, cultural, educational, sports, civic, and religious activities;

h. To provide basic needs such as food, shelter, and clothing, including sufficient
financial support as required under the Family Code;

I. To practice exclusive breastfeeding for newborns up to six (6) months and
complementary feeding from six (6) months to two (2) years of age.

SECTION 35. RESPONSIBILITIES OF CHILDREN. - Recognizing the essential role
of children in nation-building. as stated in the Constitution, and the responsibility of the State to
instill patriotism and encourage civic involvement among the yvouth, children are expected to fulfill
the following responsibilities:

a. To love, respect. and obey their parents and cooperate in the care, support, and
development of their family,

b. To live honestly and with integrity in accordance with the teachings of their
religion, the guidance of elders, and the dictates of a clear conscience:;

c. To show respect for elders, Filipino customs and traditions, and authorities, as well
as obey Philippine laws and uphold the principles of freedom and democracy;

d. To participate in social and civic activities for the promotion of the welfare of
children and society as a whole;

e. To help in upholding and respecting human rights, strengthening freedom, and
promoting global peace.

SECTION 36. PENALTIES. — Violations of any provision of this ordinance shall be
subject to penalties in accordance with applicable laws, policies, and rules. Where specific
penalties are already stated within this ordinance, such provisions shall take precedence and shall
not be superseded by penalties provided under other ordinances.
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m. First Offense: A fine of 1,500.00 or imprisonment of up to three (3) months,
subject to court discretion

n. Second Offense: A fine of P2,000.00 or imprisonment of up to six (6) months,
subject to court discretion.

o. Third Offense: A maximum fine of P2,500.00 and/or imprisonment of up to six (6)
months, subject to court discretion

Parents found to be in violation but who choose not to face formal court
proceedings may pay the corresponding fine directly to the Office of the Municipal
Treasurer before formal charges are filed. In cases where the parent cannot afford to pay
the fine, community service may be rendered in lieu of payment, as follows:

a. Fine of P1,500.00 = eight (8) hours of community service
b. Fine of P2,000.00 = sixteen (16) hours of community service
c. Fine of 2,500.00 = twenty-four (24) hours of community service

A parent or guardian who has already availed of the penalty provision three (3)
times shall no longer be entitled to reduced penalties. Any subsequent complaints or
violations shall automatically warrant the maximum penalty.

No penalty shall be imposed on children. Instead, the child shall be referred to the
appropriate barangay, city, municipal, or provincial authorities for proper care and turned
over to their parents. guardians, or a responsible authority.

SECTION 37. IMPLEMENTING AGENCIES AND COUNCILS. - The implementation
of this Ordinance shall be carried out by the following local government agencies and councils,
working collaboratively to ensure the protection, promotion, and fulfillment of children's rights in
the Municipality of Marilao:

Municipal Council for the Protection of Children (MCPC);

Barangay Councils for the Protection of Children (BCPCs),

Municipal Social Welfare and Development Office (MSWDO),

Women and Children Protection Unit (WCPU);

Women and Children Protection Desk (WCPD);

Municipal Peace and Order Office and Local Peace and Order Councils:

Local Youth Development Office (LYDO):

Business Permits and Licensing Office (BPLO),

Municipal Health Office (MHO);

J- Educational Sector, including the Department of Education (DepEd),

FR e ppe TR

Alternative Learning System (ALS), Early Childhood Care and Development
(ECCD) providers, and private educational institutions;

k. Municipal Legal Office (MLO);

Municipal Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Office (MDRRMO):
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m. Civil Society Organizations (CSOs), Faith-Based Organizations (FBOs), and
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs); and
n. Municipal Planning and Development Office (MPDOQ).

The MCPC, in coordination with concerned offices, and agencies, shall promulgate the
Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) of this Ordinance within ninety (90) days from its
effectivity. The IRR shall provide the procedures, standards, monitoring mechanisms, reporting
systems, and due process requirements necessary for the effective implementation of this

Ordinance.

SECTION 38. LIABILITY OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS. — Any government personnel or
official responsible for implementing the provisions of this ordinance who refuses or neglects their
duty shall be subject to administrative sanctions in accordance with Civil Service laws and existing
applicable laws, provided that due process is observed and the official is given the opportunity to
explain their side, in accordance with Civil Service Law. Furthermore, if found guilty under
Presidential Decree No. 603 or Republic Act No. 7610, the appropriate sanctions under these laws
shall also be imposed.

SECTION 39. BUDGET APPROPRIATION. — The amount necessary for the
implementation of this Ordinance shall be charged against the Annual Budget of the
Municipality of Marilao, and other available funds, subject to existing accounting and auditing
rules and regulations.

a. FUND ALLOCATION FOR CHILDREN - The Municipality shall allocate annual
funding for child protection programs. Pursuant to Republic Act No. 9344, at least one
percent (1%) of the National Tax Allocation (NTA) shall be appropriated for child-
related programs,

SECTION 40. SEPARABILITY CLAUSE. — If any part or provision of this Ordinance is
declared unconstitutional or contrary to existing national laws, such invalidity shall not affect the
remaining provisions, which shall continue to be in full force and effect

SECTION 41. INFORMATION DISSEMINATION. - The Municipal Public
Information Office shall be responsible for developing plans and producing Information,
Education, and Communication (IEC) materials to promote widespread awareness and
understanding of this Ordinance across the municipality of Marilao. The Municipal Social Welfare
and Development Office (MSWDO) shall oversee the distribution of IEC materials to the public.

SECTION 42, REPEALING CLAUSE. — All municipal ordinances, executive orders,
resolutions, and memoranda that are inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed or
amended accordingly
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SECTION 43. EFFECTIVITY CLAUSE. - This Ordinance shall take effect after
compliance with the publication and posting requirements under Republic Act No. 7160, otherwise

known as the Local Government Code of 1991

APPROVED by the 12" Sangguniang Bayan of the Municipality of Marilao, Province of
Bulacan this 27" day of April. 2026.

I hereby certify that this Ordinance has been duly approved by the Sangguniang Bayan.

EDEN F.SEGUBIENSE
Acting Secretary to the Sangguniang Bayan

ATTESTED:

ARIEL P. AMADOR
Presiding Officer
Municipal Vice Mayor

APPROVED: 00 -04- 2L

ATTY. JEMINA M. SY
Municipal Mayor




